
These teaching and learning expectations relate to the key learning in the units of work and are colour coded to make it easy to find the learning goals. 

Children in EYFS should encounter religions and worldviews through special people, books, times, places and objects and by visiting places of 

worship. They should listen to and talk about stories. Children can be introduced to subject specific words and use all their senses to explore beliefs, 

practices and forms of expression. They ask questions and reflect on their own feelings and experiences. They use their imagination and curiosity to 

develop their appreciation of and wonder at the world in which they live.

Our EYFS planning units allow for the children to engage in systematic enquiry into significant human questions which religion and worldviews address, so 

that they can develop the understanding and skills needed to appreciate and appraise varied responses to these questions, as well as develop responses of 

their own.  

Communication and language: 

 

• Develop their spoken language through quality conversation in a language-rich environment, gaining new vocabulary about religion and     
worldviews 

• Engage actively with stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems from the RE field, taking opportunities to use and embed new words in a 
range of contexts 

• Share their ideas via conversation, storytelling and role play, responding to support and modelling from their teacher, and sensitive 
questioning that invites them to elaborate their thoughts in the RE field  

• Become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures in relation to RE content. 

• Offer explanations and answers to ‘why’ questions about religious stories, non-fiction, rhymes, songs and poems 

Personal, social and emotional development 

 

• Observe and join in warm and supportive relationships with adults and learn how to understand their own feelings and those of others 

• Manage emotions and develop a positive sense of self, understanding their own feelings and those of others e.g. through religious story 

• Talk and think about simple values as they learn how to make good friendships, co-operate and resolve conflicts peaceably 

• Notice and respond to ideas about caring, sharing and kindness from RE content including stories, sayings and  songs 

Physical development 



 
• Use and develop their motor skills through RE based arts and craft activities and, for example, small world play, visual representations of 

their ideas and thoughts, role play 
 
 

Literacy 

 

• Build their abilities in language comprehension through talking with adults about the world around them, including the world of religion 
and belief  

• Engage with stories and non-fiction in RE settings and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. 

• Build their skills in RE-related word reading, recognizing religious words and discovering new vocabulary in relation to religions and 
worldviews 

• Articulate ideas and use RE examples to write simple phrases or sentences that can be read by others. 

Mathematics 

 

• Develop their spatial reasoning skills, noticing shape, space and measures in relation to RE content  

• Look for patterns and relationships and spot connections, sorting and ordering objects simply 

Understanding the World 

 

• Make sense of their physical world and their community, e.g. on visits to places of worship, or by meeting members of religious 
communities  

• Listen to a broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems to foster understanding of our culturally, socially and ecologically 
diverse world. 

• Extend their knowledge and familiarity with words that support understanding of religion and belief 

• Talk about the lives of people around them, understanding characters and events from stories. 

• Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read and experienced in class. 

• Explore the natural world around them making observations of animals and plants, environments and seasons, making space for 
responses of joy, wonder, awe and questioning 

Expressive arts and design 



 
• Develop artistic and cultural awareness in relation to RE materials in relation to art, music, dance, imaginative play, and role-play and 

stories to represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings. 

• Build their imagination and creativity by exploring and playing with a wide range of media and materials using RE content, responding in a 
variety of ways to what they see, hear, smell, touch and taste. 

• See, hear and participate in a wide range of examples of religious and spiritual expression, developing their understanding, self- 
expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. 

• Create work drawing from religions and beliefs with a variety of materials and tools, sharing their creations and explaining the meaning of 
their work. 

• Adapt and recount religious stories inventively, imaginatively and expressively, and sing, perform and learn from well- known songs in RE 
imaginatively and expressively 

 

The principal aim of RE is to engage pupils in systematic enquiry into significant human questions which religion and worldviews address, so that they can 

develop the understanding and skills needed to appreciate and appraise varied responses to these questions, as well as develop responses of their own 

A. Know about and understand a range 
of religions and worldviews.

B. Express ideas and insights about the 
nature, significance and impact of religions 
and worldviews. 

C. Gain and deploy the skills needed to 
engage seriously with religions and 
worldviews. 

A1. Recall and name different beliefs and 
practices, including festivals, worship, 
rituals and ways of life, in order to find out 
about the meanings behind them. 

B1. Ask and respond to questions about what 
individuals and communities do, and why, so 
that pupils can identify what difference 
belonging to a community might make. 

C1. Explore questions about belonging, 
meaning and truth so that they can express 
their own ideas and opinions in response using 
words, music, art or poetry.  

A2. Retell and suggest meanings to some 
religious and moral stories, exploring and 
discussing sacred writings and sources of 
wisdom and recognising the traditions from 
which they come. 

B2. Observe and recount different ways of 
expressing identity and belonging, responding 
sensitively for themselves. 

C2. Find out about and respond with ideas to 
examples of cooperation between people who 
are different. 

A3. Recognise some different symbols and 
actions which express a community’s way 
of life, appreciating some similarities 
between communities. 

B3. Notice and respond sensitively to some 
similarities between different religions and 
worldviews. 

C3. Find out about questions of right and 
wrong and begin to express their ideas and 
opinions in response. 

A1. Describe and make connections 
between different features of the religious 
and nonreligious worldviews they study, 
discovering more about celebrations, 
worship, pilgrimages and the rituals which 

B1. Observe and understand varied examples 
of religions and worldviews so that they can 
explain, with reasons, their meanings and 
significance to individuals and communities. 

C1. Discuss and present thoughtfully their own 
and others’ views on challenging questions 
about belonging, meaning, purpose and truth, 
applying ideas of their own in different forms 
including (e.g.) reasoning, music, art and 
poetry. 



mark important points in life, in order to 
reflect on their significance 

A2. Describe and understand links between 
stories and other aspects of the 
communities they are investigating, 
responding thoughtfully to a range of 
sources of wisdom and to beliefs and 
teachings that arise from them in different 
communities. 

B2. Understand the challenges of commitment 
to a community of faith or belief, suggesting 
why belonging to a community may be 
valuable, both in the diverse communities 
being studied and in their own lives.

C2. Consider and apply ideas about ways in 
which diverse communities can live together 
for the wellbeing of all, responding 
thoughtfully to ideas about community, values 
and respect.

A3. Explore and describe a range of beliefs, 
symbols and actions so that they can 
understand different ways of life and ways 
of expressing meaning. 

B3. Observe and consider different dimensions 
of religion, so that they can explore and show 
understanding of similarities and differences 
within and between different religions and 
worldviews. 

C3. Discuss and apply their own and others’ 
ideas about ethical questions, including ideas 
about what is right and wrong and what is just 
and fair, and express their own ideas clearly in 
response.   


